New Views and Ventures
The Newfoundland fishery regulations and the commercial or industrial resources and temptations of South Africa have given rise to questions whose handling has taxed the skill of two recent heads of the Foreign Office respectively, Lord Rosebery and Lord Salisbury. But for the miners and capitalists of the rand and the "new diplomacy" associated with them, some have doubted whether the twentieth century would have opened with the Transvaal operations. The City, however, may be less of an embarrassment to Whitehall than Fleet Street and Paternoster Row. " The courts and foreign offices of the world, would work together in peace and harmony but for the embittering influences of a press that is dominated by business bosses.1' So, in the last year of his life, said a recently departed diplomatist who before making that remark had combined several branches of journalism with politics, who knew therefore thoroughly what he was talking about, and who was constitutionally incapable of prejudice.
"In fifty years there will not be a legitimate sovereign in Europe; from Russia to Sicily I foresee nothing but military despotisms." This remark was made about the year 1815 by the French diplomatist Chateaubriand to the American Ticknor. Yet Chateaubriand himself before he became French ambassador in London (1822-4) had seen George III. venerated as a symbol of Anglo-Saxon unity on both sides of the Atlantic. Rather less than a century after that king's death, his great-grandson and successor more than impersonates the attributes and functions of which his ancestor was a type. To the entire satisfaction of his subjects King Edward has informally become the head of our diplomatic system,
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